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IMPLEMENTING CENTRAL EUROPEAN RURAL SOCIAL INNOVATION LAB
CARAVANS TO BUILD SKILLS AND CAPACITIES IN SOCIAL INNOVATION,
SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY

www.interreg-central.eu/cerusi

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER HERE

WHY SOCIAL INNOVATION
IN RURAL AREAS MATTERS

Most of the challenges we face today have taken on
an increasingly social dimension. Especially rural
areas are facing some serious social problems. As the
resources are limited, new solutions must be found.
Solutions, that simultaneously meet social needs
(more effectively than alternatives) and create new
social relationships or collaborations – social
innovations. The CERUSI project therefore aims at
supporting local actors in 7 EU countries to establish
and develop social innovations and social enterprises
by improving skills and building capacities in rural and
peripheral CE regions. It exploits untapped local
endogenous development potential and establishes
an intermediary support framework creating new
collaborations between local and transnational
actors. At its core, CERUSI wants to ensure that rural
regions harvest ideas efficiently and capitalise on
them, directly addressing local citizens from rural
regions lacking an adequate SI and SE support
ecosystem. To do so the project will implement a
Rural Social Innovation (RSI) Lab Caravan
and develop local Rural Social Innovation Action
Plans.

Social innovations enhance
society’s capacity to act by
creating new cooperation.

HERE WE COME IT IS TIME FOR SOCIAL INNOVATION!
SKYROCKET ONLINE PLATFORM
WITH RSI ACADEMY
The ‘Rural Social Innovation (RSI) Academy’ and the
‘Skyrocket Platform’ is a virtual place where
challenges meet social innovations and where
citizens, entrepreneurs, social innovators, local
development actors, investors, and policymakers can
learn about rural social innovation and
entrepreneurship.

Get active! If you want to check out our training
courses and explore social innovation activities in
other countries check out the Skyrocket online
platform. Our new online course on Rural Social
Innovation will start in December 2020.

RSI_LAB CARAVANS
RSI_Caravans, where social challenges and
solutions will be harvested, will stop in selected
rural areas in Austria, Germany, Italy, Slovenia,
Slovakia, Poland, and Czech Republic. The 7
pilot Lab caravans will create a real-life social
innovation environment, where idea harvesting,
ideating, prototyping, matchmaking and
pitching of social innovations and
entrepreneurial ideas will take place. Of
course, the events will go along in full
alignment with regional COVID-19
health considerations.

Got interested? Pay attention to the
invitations coming from the project
partners and join the caravans with
your visions and ideas, because you
care!

The first RSI_Caravan successfully hit
the road in Slovenia, connecting with
local citizens in Zgornja Kungota and
Ptuj, to get the first-hand information
about the main challenges of people
and municipalities.

MEET THE PROJECT PARTNERSHIP
The CERUSI partnership includes 9 organisations from 7 CE countries representing higher
education

and

research,

regional

public

authorities,

interest

groups

including

NGOs,

sectoral agencies, and business support organisations, all having certain expertise and
interest in social innovation and social entrepreneurship.

Lead Partner
Zentrum für Soziale Innovation - ZSI, Austria
ZSI is a private non-profit institute for applied social sciences based in
Vienna, Austria. It implements research and application projects on the
social embedding and impact of all types of innovations and contributes to
the design and diffusion of socially accepted and sustainable innovations
to meet global challenges. Their mission statement "All Innovations are
socially relevant" emphasizes the range of research topics and projects ZSI
is implementing that not only bring about new knowledge and methods,
but also create societal impact and contribute to the Sustainable
Development Goals. While mplementing the CERUSI project, ZSI wants to
foster social innovation in rural areas, build skills and capacities for social
innovation and social entrepreneurship.

Die Regionalmanagement Burgenland GmbH (RMB), Austria
RMB was founded in 1995 and is a service provider
and contact point for the entire population of Burgenland, employing app.
42 persons with different expertize. Its purpose is to coordinate EU
regional grants, foster the establishment of regional joint ventures, offer
consulting, innovation and pilot projects as well as monitor and evaluate
EU projects. RMB is also responsible for the changing of the policy
instrument as well as the elaboration of the programmes in the future. As
we are a province-owned service agency we are also responsible for the
development and managing of pilot projects.

Social Impact, Germany
For more than 30 years, Social Impact (SI) has been developing innovative
products & services that contribute to the sustainability of our societies. SI
has provided non-profit social innovation & start-up consultancy as well as
coaching for entrepreneurs in Germany, and beyond, and has established
a unique infrastructure encompassing 10 “Social Impact Labs” across
Germany (incubation & qualification programs for over 500 start-ups). This
makes SI the largest private social start-up support provider in Europe. SI
supports social innovation actors, contributing to the development of a
more conducive entrepreneurship ecosystem & thriving rural communities.

Fondazione Democenter-Sipe, Italy
"Foster innovation and research to promote the territorial competitiveness”
Democenter’s main mission is to enhance the entrepreneurship
development supporting the interaction between “novelty producers” and
institutions. It manages two Startup incubators: Knowbel Startup Space
and Mirandola; coordinates the virtual “People Resolve Community” and
Makers Modena Fab, and is member of the High Technology Network of
Emilia-Romagna Region. The main expertise is based on creativity support
techniques, management tools, putting together novelty producers,
citizens, policy makers, financiers to find out alternative and innovative
solutions positively impacting the local society and institutions.

Foundation for improvement of employment possibilities PRIZMA,
Slovenia
Prizma was founded in 2000 in Maribor, Slovenia, with the aim to improve
employment possibilities and assure faster response to dynamic changes in
local/regional labour market. With innovative approaches Prizma creates
opportunities for businesses/organisations and increases the employment
and career potential of individuals. As a member of regional supporting
ecosystem for social economy it supports development of social innovation
and social enterprises to improve the quality of life and economic and
social development in the Podravje region.

Nezisková organizácia EPIC, Slovakia
The EPIC non-profit organization was established in Slovakia in 2012 by its
parent organization EPIC Assist seated in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.
EPIC Slovakia focuses on influencing public policies on employment and
the social inclusion of marginalized groups. It initiates and assists in the
preparation and implementation of programs targeting increased
employment on the local level. EPIC also carries out awareness-raising on
the employment of people with various types of disabilities and provides
individualized employment services designed for disadvantaged groups.

Cooperation Fund Foundation, Poland
Cooperation Fund Foundation is a non-governmental organisation founded
in 1990 to support the democratic and economic development of Poland.
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running financial audit&control. The Foundation cooperates with public
and private entities implementing regional and international projects. CFF
is focused on projects meeting long-lasting goals, creating social impact
and introducing real change to bring a positive impact.

Regionální rozvojová agentura jižních Čech - RERA, Czech Republic
RERA is a regional development agency founded by the key actors in
regional development – Regional Authority of South Bohemia, Chamber of
Commerce, Chamber of Agriculture, and Union of Towns and
Municipalities of South Bohemia. Thanks to the shareholders and already
established networks of cooperating subjects (tourism boards, business
support organizations, NGO’s and others), RERA is able to offer large
portfolio of supporting activities and involvement of various regional
actors. RERA is also one of the key players in the field of social
entrepreneurship in the South Bohemian Region.

Fondazione di Modena, Italy
Fondazione di Modena (FCRMo) is a private and independent grant
making foundation with a banking origin based in Modena, Italy. Since the
establishment in 1991, it has been a resource that helps and supports social
and civil organizations better serve their own community. The Foundation
carries out activities in the areas of Arts, Scientific and technological
research, and Welfare. FCRMo supports social entrepreneurship and
boosts new social business start-up and social innovation ideas in the
Provincia di Modena in order to promote improvement of welfare system,
social inclusion and integration in the labour market.

We want to use our expertise in bringing
innovative solutions to rural areas in a new way – gathering local innovators
and entrepreneurs in Caravans and Labs to ensure new solutions are
promoted and scaled up. We are passionate about social innovations and
believe that rural areas are a great source of amazing solutions.

